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Fifth Grade
Producers, Consumers, Decomposers

Conservation
Education

Students gather evidence to understand that organisms of an
ecosystem are tied together. Standards: SCI 5.3.1, 5.3.2
Part 1: Where Do Plants and Animals Get Their
Energy? In this activity from Teachers Domain,
students will identify producers, consumers and
decomposers in an ecosystem. (This activity has an
opportunity for a web component if available.) We
will discuss food chain interactions and relationships.

Part 2: The Fallen Log
It’s amazing how many things live in and on rotting
logs.
In this Project Learning Tree activity,
students will become familiar with some of those
organisms by observing fallen logs. They will gain an
understanding of how decomposition takes place.
We can find evidence at your school or small logs
can be brought to the classroom.
Part 3: Upsetting the Delicate Balance
The class will listen to a reading of ‘The Lorax’ by
Dr. Suess. As students hear the story, they will list
producers and consumers. There will be a discussion
about the effect of the Once-ler’s business on the
ecosystem. Students will have an opportunity to
participate in a cooperative learning activity.
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Who are We?

About the Classes

The Scott County Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD) was
organized in November, 1945 as a
legal subdivision of the State of
Indiana. It was formed as an independent body under and subject only to the Indiana Soil and Water
Conservation District Law.
The
District is responsible for leadership in conserving and protecting
soil and water related resources
within Scott County. The Scott
County SWCD is run by a five
member board - all residents of
Scott County. The landowners of
the county elect three of the
supervisors and the State Committee appoints the other two
supervisors from recommendations
sent by the local District Board.

The curriculum has been aligned
with the Indiana 2010 Science
Standards. There is no cost for this
service. All activities are intended
to be 30 to 45 minutes in length,
but can be tailored to fit your
needs.
Some activities are
conducive to combined classrooms
or larger groups, and could easily be
customized to meet the needs of
another grade level. The Monarch
butterfly program has lots of
opportunity for in-depth study. We
have some neat ‘Reduce, Reuse and
Recycle’ programs that are also
available. In addition, if there is a
particular subject of interest or
area of study that is not listed, it
might be possible to customize or
create a new class.

How to Book Your Classroom
Please email scswcd@scottcountyswcd.org the following info:
1. Date and time
2. Requested activity

3. Grade level and number of students
4. Teacher name and school

For best availability, please schedule your event as far in advance as possible.
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Fourth Grade
Nature’s Bulldozer
Students will investigate and describe how wind and
water reshape our Earth’s surface by the erosion of
rock and soil. We will talk about the importance of
good soil and the effects of erosion. This activity
is a resource activity from the Indiana Standards
website. Standards: SCI 4.2.1, 4.2.2, 4.2.4, 4.2.5.

Can It Be Real?
A beetle that drinks fog. A flower that smells
like rotting meat. A fish that “shoots down” its
prey. Are these plants and animals for real? In
this activity from Project Learning Tree, your
students will discover extraordinary plants and
animals, and will gain insight on how they are
uniquely adapted to environmental conditions.

Standards: SCI 4.3.1, 4.3.2

The Double Lives of Monarch Butterflies

activity is based on Monarchs in the
Classroom curriculum created by the University of
Minnesota.
Students will learn that each
generation of Monarchs has a different job, just
as each stage in the life cycle of an individual
Monarch has a different job. Not all generations
migrate, and those that migrate face special
challenges. Standard: SCI 4.3.1
This
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Third Grade

Kindergarten

We All Need Trees

A Fish Story

Students are often surprised to learn how many
different products
we get from trees. This Learning Tree activity will help students learn
just how much we depend on natural materials like trees in our daily
lives. Students will examine various products and determine which
ones are made from trees. They will also have an opportunity to discuss
how these products can be conserved. Standard: SCI 3.2.6

This is the story and interactive demonstration
about a river and a fish named Fred. Children will
learn about the effect that people can have on
water quality and creatures that live in the water.
Students will be challenged to think about where
our water goes and ways we can all reduce water
pollution.

Soil Pizza
Students (holding cards) are the ingredients for this interactive pizza
demonstration.
Children will learn
where our food comes from and how it
is grown. They will learn that soil and
water are essential for all living things.

Standard: SCI 3.2.5
Standard: SCI 3.2.5

Sorting “Good” Junk
Students will describe the materials that make up different ‘trash’
items then sort the items based on the materials from which they are
made. We will brainstorm possible uses for different objects. This
activity is one from the Indiana Standards Resources library.

Standards: SCI K.1.1, K.1.2
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Second Grade

Soil Searching

Look At Those Leaves!

This lesson encourages students to think about
the differences in soil. Soil is a naturally occurring mixture of organic matter, water, air,
and minerals that forms on the surface of the
land. We will compare soil properties and components.

This lesson begins with students observing
leaves in hands-on ways. They will group the
leaves according to attributes and consider
any patterns they see emerge. The students
will also become familiar with the seasonal
changes in leaves. This lesson is a resource
activity from the Indiana Standards library. Standard: SCI 2.3.1

Standards: SCI 1.2.1, 1.2.3

A Seed in Need
In this Indiana Standards Resource lesson, students will investigate
the needs of living things by observing the growth of lima beans under a
variety of conditions. They will have an opportunity to learn that plants
and animals have basic needs for growth and survival. All materials will
be supplied and each student will get their own lima bean plant. Stand-

ards: SCI 1.3.3, 1.3.4

Monarch Butterflies
This activity is based on Monarchs in the
Classroom curriculum created by the University of
Minnesota. The Monarch butterfly serves as an
excellent tool to get students excited about
science and to teach inquiry in the classroom.
Students will learn about the Monarch butterfly
lifecycle.
They will get to make their own
lifecycle flipbook. Standards: SCI 2.3.1, 2.3.2

